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Research Title: The Development of the Page Layout Format for Undergraduate level Textbook of
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University

Researcher: Mrs. Sudarat Buasri
Year: 2016

Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study undergraduate students’ and lecturers’ opinion
on the undergraduate textbooks page layout format of STOU and; (2) to propose the possibility of
standardized forms to undergraduate textbooks format of STOU. This research sampling target group of
the STOU students are in total 310 and purposive sampling of lecturers of 55. Questionnaire and sampling
page layout format in undergraduate level have been used to analyze frequency, percentage, average,
standard deviation (SD) and content distribution.

The research outcome of page layout format indicated that 1) students and lecturers have
selected the font of TH SarabunPSK with the size of 16 points. The reason of both are clearly readable.
The level of selection is also in high level. 2) In terms of format to separate into subsequent parts, it is
divided into three different areas. First, The format setting of topic, title, section, subsection and
structural content of course description, students and lecturers have similar opinion to put in different
lines on the left-handed comer but reason are different. Students’ reason is legible whereas lecturers’ is
clearly visible and quickly. The level of selection is also in high level. Second, exercises and key answers,
students and lecturers are agreed to put these sections in the left-handed corner. The reason of both are
clearly visible. The level of selection is also extremely high. Third, page number, students and lecturers
have similar ideas to put even page number in the top left corner and odd page number in the top right
corner. The reason of both are clearly visible. The level of selection is also extremely high. 3) column
design, one column with justified type is the most selective. The reason of both are readable. The level of
selection is also extremely high. Other suggestions include the demand of students and lecturers. They
prefer green read paper with A4 size and 4 coloured-design cover. In each textbook, it should comprise 5
chapters. In each chapter, students think it should consist of less than 30 pages, whereas lecturers prefer a
larger content ranging 41-50 pages.

This research outcome of page layout format also indicated that the TH SarabunPSK font with 16
points is suitable for text and 18 points for the headers. As part of topic and chapter the same font is
extended to 22 points. References and footnotes are in 15 points. The page layout for title, chapter, topic,
sub-topic, learning objectives and key answers should be kept on the left. Even page number should be
placed on the left-handed corner, whereas, odd page number should be placed on the right-handed

corner. A single column is prefered with left and right edge aligned.

Key Words:  Page Layout Format Textbook Undergraduate Textbook

Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University
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